DELAWARE MANUFACTURING HOUSING RELOCATION AUTHORITY
Dover Public Library

Dover, Delaware

Minutes of December 12, 2007 Meeting

IN ATTENDANCE:

Authority:

Stevan D. Class (Chairman)




Ken Fuchs



Ed Speraw



Terri Rock
Legal Counsel:
William Denman

Attendees:

Scott Sipple, CPA




Lori Rigby, FSMHA

I.
CALL TO ORDER:
Chairman Class called the meeting to order at 1:17 p.m.

Mr. Class stated this would be an informational meeting since there were not enough 

Board members present for a quorum to vote on items.
II.
REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:


Chairman Class asked if any one had any comments on the minutes of the November

14, 2007 meeting.  The minutes for October, November, and December will be
presented for approval at the January 2008 meeting.

III.
OLD BUSINESS:

Mr. Denman gave an update on the letter he sent out to those manufactured home communities which the Authority believes are not contributing to the trust fund.  To date, 8 have responded and he has determined that the amount owed to the fund is about $17,000 just from the responding parks.

The information will be forward to the Department of Revenue.  He will follow up with those property owners who have not responded.

Mr. Class stated he had received information and has compiled a list of non-contributing communities located in Sussex County.  He is still updating this list.
IV.
NEW BUSINESS:


A. Administrative Report:


Ms. Sisco reported that she had sent out 8 applications to tenants who reside at


Summit Bridge Park and who had received a letter informing of the future closing



of the park.  A copy of the Relocation Plan is on file in the office and a copy 
was sent to all Board members.

Ms. Sisco reported that she had spoken with Dale Hammond who is the Supervisor

of Manufactured Housing for Kent County.  He advised her that Victorian Village is
now called Fieldstone Village.  He stated he believed all the home that were there
under Victorian Village were removed.  Presently, there are 10-12 homes there which

are double wide with attached garages.  She forwarded this information to Mr. Class.

Mr. Denman stated he would send an email to Mr. Pardee and request he advise the

Board on what is going on at Victorian Village, now named Fieldstone Village.


B.  Financial Report:


Scott Sipple gave a brief overview of the financial report.

Mr. Sipple stated a draw request is going to be needed.  If it can be done by email,

that would be good.  If not, it will have to wait for the January 2008 meeting.

Mr. Sipple discussed the recent audit that was done.  He stated he had received a draft of the audit from the auditor’s.  They have asked that a response to them be formulated.  He prepared a response and emailed it to everyone this morning. Mr. Sipple read a draft of the response to the auditors and stated the board needs to meet and review and comment on the response.
Mr. Denman suggested that Mr. Sipple email the letter to Ms. Sisco who in turn will email it to all board members for their review.  The Board members can then email back to Ms. Sisco if they approve of the letter.

Mr., Sipple stated one of their concerns was how the authority is going to handle the issue of not having a complete listing of manufactured home communities in the state. 
Another item of concern was having some type of monitoring of these manufactured home communities to ensure they are complying with the law. The auditors are wondering if there are mechanisms in place for going to these communities and making sure they are in compliance.

A brief discussion followed on how and where the Authority could obtain information on the existence of all manufactured homes in the state and monitoring the communities to make sure they are in compliance with the statue.
Mr. Denman stated this is a difficult issue when you have a volunteer board and limited staff.  If this is an important enough issue, the Authority might consider hiring someone on a part time basis that is somewhat familiar with planning and zoning and knows their way around administrative offices and knows the State of Delaware.

Mr. Denman stated the part time position would pay for itself with the increase in assessments that would be collected from those parks not contributing to the fund.
Mr. Denman stated the more the Authority gets the word out about what the fund is all about, the better chance of capturing the attention of those not contributing to the fund. The Authority should also consider having periodic press releases to inform the public about the fund.
V.  ADJOURNMENT:


As there was no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned


at 2:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by:

Susan Sisco, Administrative Assistant
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