DELAWARE MANUFACTURING HOUSING RELOCATION AUTHORITY
Dover Public Library

Dover, Delaware

Minutes of June 10, 2008 Meeting

IN ATTENDANCE:

Authority:

Stevan D. Class (Chairman)




Ken Fuchs



Ed Speraw



Bill Reed




Terri Rock



Caron Thompson




Raymond Paylor



Derek Strine
Legal Counsel:
William Denman

Attendees:

Lori Rigby, FSMHA

I.
CALL TO ORDER:
Chairman Class called the meeting to order at 1:19 p.m.

II.
APPLICATIONS FOR BENEFITS:


Mr. Denman stated he had an application from a tenant at Summit Bridge which was

sent directly to him.  

The applicant is Susan Jones and the application is in order. It is a single wide home
and she is requesting a $1,500 abandonment payment.

Mr. Strine made the motion to approve Susan Jones application.  Mr. Reed seconded

the motion.  

After unanimous approval was given from the members by voice vote, the motion

carried.

Mr. Denman stated there were 5 applications from Lone Star Mobile Home Park.  

They have all been reviewed and approved by “conflicts” counsel, Larry Fifer.
A letter from Mr. Fifer to that effect was sent to each board member, in the

members meeting packets.  Ms. Sisco reviewed each application.
Ms. Sisco stated the first application from Lone Star was from Lamia Copes. The home is a single wide home and Ms. Copes is requesting a $3,900.00 relocation payment. The application is in order.
Mr. Speraw made the motion to approve Ms. Cope’s application.  Mr. Fuchs seconded the motion.

After unanimous approval was given from the members by voice vote, the motion carried.

Ms. Sisco stated the next application was from Clarence Woodall. The home is a single wide home and Mr. Woodhall is requesting a $3,400.00 relocation payment.

Mr. Fucsh made the motion to approve Mr. Woodhall’s application.  Mr. Strine seconded the motion.

After unanimous approval was given from the members by voice vote, the motion carried.

Ms. Sisco stated the next application was from William Truitt. The home is a single wide home and Mr. Truitt is requesting a $3,950.00 relocation payment.

Mr. Speraw made the motion to approve Mr. Truitt’s application.  Mr. Strine seconded the motion.

After unanimous approval was given from the members by voice vote, the motion carried.

Ms. Sisco stated the next application was from Roger Hoover. The home is a single wide home and Mr. Hoover is requesting a $3,400.00 relocation payment.

Mr. Fuchs made the motion to approve Mr. Hoover’s application.  Mr. Speraw seconded the motion.

After unanimous approval was given from the members by voice vote, the motion carried.

Ms. Sisco stated the next application was from Kenneth Lever. The home is a single wide home and Mr. Lever is requesting a $1,500.00 abandonment payment.

Mr. Speraw made the motion to approve Mr. Lever’s application.  Mr. Strine seconded the motion.

After unanimous approval was given from the members by voice vote, the motion carried.


Mr. Class opened the floor for discussion on the pending application of Mr. & Mrs.
Timothy Horack.  Since the last meeting, additional information has been provided. 
Mr. Denman reported that the Reybold Group sent a letter to Mr. Class with a proposal that would resolve the Horack application.  Under the proposal, the Authority would pay one half of the alleged value of the home and Reybold would pay the other half..  This means the Authority would pay $8,050.00.  The home would be abandoned by the Horacks at some point.  The lien would have to be paid off.  The owner of the park would then apply to the Authority for costs incurred for disposing of the home.  That proposal is $1,500.00.

Mr. Denman stated the total amount that would end up being paid to Mr. & Mrs.
Horack between the Authority and Reybold would be $21,500.00.

Ms. Rock made the motion that Mr. & Mrs. Horack’s home is not cost effective to

be relocatable.  Mr. Speraw seconded the motion.

After unanimous approval was given from the members by voice vote, the motion carried.  Accordingly the Board determined that the Horack home is non-relocatable.
Mr. Strine made the motion that the Board authorize a non-relocatable payment to

the Horack’s for $8,050.00, which represents 50% of the estimated fair market value of the home.  Mr. Fuchs seconded the motion.

After unanimous approval was given from the members by voice vote, the motion carried.

Mr. Denman stated Mr. & Mrs. Horack will not receive any funds from the Authority until they are prepared to give clear title to the property.  The administrative details can
be worked out at a later date.

Mr. Denman stated that the Board’s decision on the Horack application was premised on the offer made by the Reybold Group. 
Mr. Fuchs made the motion that the Boards decision on the Horack’s application be conditional on Mr. Heisler (The Reybold Group) living up to his representations to the Horacks.  Mr. Speraw seconded the motion.

After unanimous approval was given from the members by voice vote, the motion carried.

Mr. Denman stated, in the absence of Mr. Scott Sipple the Trust Fund’s accountant, he is requesting that $30,000 be transferred from the Trust Fund into the Operating Account. 

Mr. Sepraw made the motion to transfer $30,000 from the Trust Fund into the

Operating Account.  Mr. Fuchs seconded the motion.

After unanimous approval was given from the members by voice vote, the motion carried.

Mr. Denman stated a Public Hearing on proposed regulations to lower the amount of compensation to the landowner was held in December 2007.  Mr. Durstein was the Hearing Officer at the Public Hearing and his report stated that no one spoke in opposition to the proposed regulations. Mr. Durstein also did not make a specific recommendation with regard to the proposed regulation change.
If the Authority wants to move forward and adopt this regulation, then a vote needs to be taken.  The proposed regulations would lower the amount of compensation the landowner could recover for assistance in the removal of abandoned or non-relocatable homes.
The new proposed amounts are $500 for a single wide home and $1,000 for double wide home.

If final approval is given by the Board today, a notice would have to be published in the Delaware Register and the regulations would  it would take after the notice is published.
Mr. Speraw made the motion to adopt the proposed regulations and to lower the amount of compensation the Landowner could recover for assistance in the removal of abandoned or non-relocatabloe homes, as proposed at the Pubic Hearing, to $500 for a single wide home and $1,000 for a double wide home.  Mr. Fuchs seconded the motion.
After approval was given from the members by voice vote as follows: Ken Fuchs-Yes, Derek Strine-Yes, Terri Rock-Yes, Stevan Class-Yes, Bill Reed-Yes, Ed Speraw-Yes, Raymond Paylor-Yes, the motion carried unanimously.


Mr. Class stated not withstanding his vote on this issue,  he has always had a concern 

with the amounts.  He feels there should be a balance and the tenant and the landowner
should receive the same.
Mr. Denman stated would be appropriate for the Board to make a statement that this regulation, once it becomes effective, would only apply to manufactured home communities who submit a relocation plan after the effective date

Mr. Class stated the Authority needs to look at abandonment benefits for the

residents. He feels they are too low.

Mr. Class stated the application of Tanya Ayers at Summit Bridge, has been
withdrawn.  A statement to that effect is in everyone’s meeting packet.

Mr. Class stated the lease for the Authority’s office space needs to be renewed.
There is an increase of $15.00 a month which would now make it $225.00 a month from $210.00 a month as a sublease. 

Mr. Strine made the motion to accept the new lease with the proposed increase. Mr. Fuchs seconded the motion.

After unanimous approval was given from the members by voice vote, the motion carried unanimously.

III.
REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:


Mr. Fuchs made a motion to accept the minutes from the May 14, 2008 meeting.


Mr. Speraw seconded the motion.

After unanimous approval was given from the members by voice vote, the motion carried.

IV.
OLD BUSINESS:

Mr. Class stated consideration needs to be given to changing the statutory amounts

for abandonment benefits paid to residents. 
Mr. Denman stated a consensus is needed to make a recommendation to the

Legislature.  

A brief discussion followed.

Mr. Strine made the motion to recommend to the Legislature an increase in the

abandonment benefits paid to tenants to $3,000 for a single wide home and 
$4,500 for a double-wide home.  Mr. Fuchs seconded the motion.
After unanimous approval was given from the members by voice vote, the motion carried.

Mr. Class stated the next item for discussion was increasing the assessment fee for

landowners and tenants.

A discussion followed.

Mr. Speraw made the motion to recommend to the Legislature an increase in the monthly assessment paid by landowners and tenants to $2.00 a month for a total monthly assessment of $4.00.  Mr. Fuchs seconded the motion. 

After unanimous approval was given from the members by voice vote, the motion carried.

Mr. Strine stated he would like to make a motion to recommend to the Legislature 

that if a quorum is present, the approval of the majority present is all that is required to approve abandonment benefits, relocation benefits and transfer of funds.  Mr. Fuchs seconded the motion.
After unanimous approval was given from the members by voice vote, the motion carried.

Mr. Class stated the committee overseeing the selection of a Code Enforcement Officer should review the applications submitted, set up interviews and report

back to the Authority.

V.
ADJOURNMENT:


As there was no further business before the Board, the motion was made for

adjournment by Mr. Paylor, seconded by Mr. Speraw.  After unanimous 

approval from the members present, the meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,
Susan Sisco
Administrative Assistant
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