DELAWARE MANUFACTURING HOUSING RELOCATION AUTHORITY
Dover Public Library
State Street

Dover, Delaware

Minutes of April 22, 2009 Meeting

IN ATTENDANCE:

Authority:

Stevan Class, Chairman

Terri Rock



Caron Thompson



Derek Strine




Ken Fuchs



Joanne Agostarola

Absent:

Raymond Paylor

Legal Counsel:
William Denman

Other

Attendees:

Scott Sipple, CPA




Ed Speraw, Code Enforcement Officer




Jennifer Allen, FSMHA

I.
CALL TO ORDER:
Mr. Class called the meeting to order at 1:16 p.m.

II.
REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Strine made a motion to accept the minutes from the February 11, 2009
meeting.  Mr. Fuchs seconded the motion.

Unanimous approval was given by all members present by voice vote.
The motion carried.

Ms. Thompson made a motion to accept the minutes from the March 11, 2009 

meeting.  Mr. Strine seconded the motion.

Unanimous approval was given by all members present by voice vote.

The motion carried.

III.
OLD BUSINESS:  NONE

IV.
NEW BUSINESS:

A.
ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT:


Ms. Sisco reported that all but 4 community owners have registered
with the RTA.  Since each community received the original letter and a second request letter along with a follow up phone call, she has turned over the names

of the four community to Mr. Denman, Legal Counsel, for his review.

Ms. Sisco reported she had received her petty cash check and set up the petty

cash box.  As of this day, she has only used money for several certified letters, the meeting room fee, and mailing of board packets for the April meeting.

Ms. Sisco stated she had contacted Mr. Grant Lenox, a tenant at Nickles Trailer Park, which is supposedly closing, and advised him to complete the

application for benfits and submit it to the RTA.


B.
APPLICATIONS FOR BENEFITS:
Ms. Sisco stated she received an application from a Mr. Haywood who had owned and abandoned a single wide home in Lone Star MHP.  He is requesting $1,500.00 abandonment benefit. Mr. Fifer reviewed the application and sent a letter stating that the application was in order. 

Ms. Rock made a motion to approve Mr. Haywood’s application.  Seconded by Ms. Agostarola.  Unanimous approval was given by all members present by voice vote.  The motion carried.

Mr. Denman stated an application was received from the owner of Summit

Bridge MHP.  The Authority has paid benefits to most of the tenants in that

park.  

A change in use relocation plan was filed per the statue and now the owner has

filed an application for reimbursement for the cost of removal and disposal of

the abandoned homes. Of the 25 homes listed in the application, 24 were removed by Rising Sun Salvage and 1 was removed by the community owner.

The owner is requesting a $500 for each home.  The total amount of the application is for $14,000.00

Mr. Denman briefly summarized the application and, as legal counsel, stated that the application was in order and should be approved for the full benefit amount requested.

Mr. Strine made a motion to approve Reybold’s application for $14,000.00 

for removal and disposal of  the 25 homes.  Seconded by Mr. Fuchs.  Unanimous approval was given by all members present by voice vote. The motion carried.

C.
FINANCIAL REPORT:


Mr. Scott Sipple gave an overview of the financial report.
D.
CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER REPORT:
Mr. Speraw gave his report on his recent inspections and findings.

Mr. Speraw stated while inspecting one park, he came upon another

park, Pine Ridge Trailer Park,  that is not on his list of parks.  He sent a report in and was contacted by Ms. Sisco who stated that no park by that name was listed as contributing to the fund. She requested he return to the park and get

contact information regarding the park.

Mr. Speraw stated he returned and while there was able to get the address from the mailman and called Ms. Sisco with it.  
Mr. Denman stated he received the information and sent a letter to the park by certified mail, return receipt.  The green card came back signed indicating the letter has been received.
Ms. Rock raised the concern of any liability with Ed talking with people in the community.  Mr. Denman stated that part of Ed’s job is to find those communities that are not contributing to the fund so we can take steps to have them comply with the law.  What Ed did was appropriate and it gave us the necessary information so a letter could be sent to the community regarding the law that they must contribute to the trust fund.
A brief discussion followed on the advantage of Mr. Speraw having business cards showing he is a representative of the RTA.  Ms. Sisco stated she could print them on her computer.

Ms Agostarola made a motion to have business cards printed for Mr. Speraw.
Ms. Rock seconded the motion. Unanimous approval was given by all members present by voice vote. The motion carried.


Mr. Speraw stated that he learned that the community Timber Acres is

was for sale.  There are 20 homes and tenants were approached about

buying it and making payments over several years, similar to the purchasing of a condo. Supposedly there is a lawyer who was going to handle it.  Mr. Speraw stated he did not think this sounded right and he decided it needed to be reported to the RTA.

Mr. Denman stated he was aware of the proposed sale of the community and he has looked into this.  He summarized his findings.  
Mr. Denman stated the right of first offer provisions spelled out in HB 504, to the extent that they apply in this case, were not followed.  Also, there is no record of a homeowner’s association registration on file.


Discussion followed.


Mr. Denman stated this matter has been referred to the Division of Consumer 


Affairs and he has turned over to them all the information he has.  They will
be conducting an investigation.  He has no plans, unless advised otherwise, to
take any legal action.

Mr. Denman observed that when a tenant group purchases a park, and leases
the lots back to the tenants, some consideration should be given to exempting

the park from the assessment fees.

Ms. Agostarola stated with HB 504 in place, this issue definitely needs to be

addressed in the future.

Mr. Denman stated he will advise the board if hears anything from the
Division of Consumer Affairs regarding Timber Acres.
Mr. Strine stated the Oversight Committee has put together a list of a dozen
or so communities inspection by Ed.

Ms. Rock suggested the address for each park be added to the inspection 

reports that Ed submits.  Mr. Class stated this was already suggested and

addresses will be added to the reports.

Discussion followed on how to handle a discrepancy that might arise

between the number of homes reported by the community owner on the

assessment form and the number of homes counted by Ed.

It was recommended that in order to save money on certified letters where there is a discrepancy in the number of  homes reported by Ed and the RTA count, a form letter should be sent by regular mail to those parks where the discrepancy between what the community owner reports and what Ed counts is greater than 5. The letter should request a response within 10 days.

Mr. Denman stated he will work on a letter for Ms. Sisco to use.


E.
LEGISLATIVE ISSUES:



Mr. Denman stated there is no mechanism in the current statue regarding


required board member attendance.



At the request of the Chair, Mr. Denman prepared proposed legislation



that would provide that if a board member is absent for 3 or more meetings


or fails to attend half of all business meetings, the board member will be



deemed guilty of neglect of duties and the board member can be removed



from the board.

This would be a recommendation, made by the Board, to the Legislature that the statue needs to be modified with regards to board attendance. 



Mr. Denman stated if a board member had a serious illness and has requested



to be absent for several meetings, that would not be grounds for removal 



from the board.
Mr. Fuchs made a motion to recommend to the Legislature a change to

the statue with regards to required board attendance.  Seconded by Mr.
Strine. Unanimous approval was given by all members present by voice vote. The motion carried.

G.
ADJOURNMENT:
The May meeting of the Board was cancelled.  The regularly scheduled meeting for June will be held on June 10, 2009 at 1:00 pm at the Dover Public Library,


As there was no further business before the Board, the motion was made for

adjournment by Mr. Fuchs, seconded by Ms. Thompson.  After unanimous 

approval from the members present, the meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,
Susan Sisco
Administrative Assistant
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